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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 16968 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT EG 

SUBJ: SECURITY OFFICIAL COMMENTS ON INTERNAL SITUATION 

REF: CAIRO 16440 

1 . DURING COURSE OF DECEMBER 9 CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFFS TO 
DISCUSS HIS RECENT DEA-SPONSORED VISIT TO US, DEPUTY MINISTER 
OF INTERIOR RESPONSIBLE FOR PUBLIC SECURITY GENERAL MUSTAFA 
AL-SHEIKH TOUCHED ON NUMBER OF POLITICAL TOPICS. 

2. IKHWAN. AL-SHEIKH SAID FACT THAT FORMER IKHWAN LEADER 
SALAH ABU RAQIQ IS MEMBER OF CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF PRIMIN 
SALIM'S ARAB SOCIALIST PARTY DOES NOT SIGNIFY ANY SPECIAL 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PARTY AND IKHWAN. HE SAID RAQIQ IS 
EX RPT EX IKHWAN LEADER. 

HOWEVER, HE WAS OBVIOUSLY RELUCTANT 
TO DISCUSS IT. 

3. HEGIRA AND ATONEMENT SOCIETY (REFTEL). AL-SHEIKH MENTIONED 

THIS GROUP UNPROMPTED AND SAID IT MUCH MORE DANGEROUS THAN IKHWAN. 
HE SAID SALAH RAQIQ HAD BEEN MOST USEFUL SINCE HE KNEW A LOT 
ABOUT IT. GROUP NEMBERS IN THE "HUNDREDS" AND COMES FROM 
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ENGINEERS AND UNIVERSITY STUDENTS. THEY CONDEMN SOCIETY FOR 
NOT LIVING ACCORDING TO THE KORAN AND ADVOCATE GOING OFF INTO 
THE COUNTRYSIDE AND MOUNTAINS TO GATER UP ARMS AND RECRUITS. 
SOMEDAY. SOMEHOW THEY PLAN TO RETURN TO DESTROY THE EVIL 
SOCIETY. AL-SHEIKH EMPHASIZED THAT WHILE THEY ARE CONSIDERED 
DANGEROUS THEY ARE VEY FEW IN NUMBER. 

4. AL-SHEIKH WENT ON TO SAY THAT BIGGEST PROBLEM FACING EGYPT 
(I.E. BY IMPLICATION MINISTRY OF INTERIOR) IS "CRITICAL" ECONOMIC 
SITUATION WHICH TOUCHES EVERYONE AND FORCES PEOPLE TO WORK 
EXTRA HARD JUST TO STAY EVEN. HE SUGGESTED MOST IMPORTANT 
PRIORITY WAS TO KEEP DOWN PRICE OF FOOD AND ACKNOWLEDGED 
IMPORTANCE OF US P.L.480 WHEAT SHIPMENTS. HE HAD NO SUGGESTIONS 
ABOUT TYPE OF MEASURES THAT MIGHT BE TAKEN TO HAVE QUICK IMPACT 
ON ECONOMIC SITUATION. HE DID, HOWEVER, DEPLORE THE FACT THAT 
EGYPTIANS WITH MONEY, AND "THRE ARE A LOT OF THEM AROUND", ARE 
RELUCTANT TO INVEST IN HOUSING AND OTHER NEEDED SECTORS. 

5. LIBYA. THERE HAVE BEEN NO EECENT CASES OF LIBYAN SPONSORED SUB- 
VERSION. 
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